Walk 5 Circular Cat Head Chiselborough Wigborough 
Over Stratton Yeabridge Drayton Norton
This easy walk takes in some of the small villages to the east of Chiselborough; some of the buildings are particularly interesting both old and new, they are mainly built of the local honey-coloured Hamstone, quarried from nearby Ham hill which is visible during much of the walk.  The walk also passes close by to the Petherton Bridge which has carved stone effigies that were originally built into the bridge over the River Parrett. The original bridge was destroyed in 1645 during the English Civil War and the effigies were then built into a new bridge which was destroyed in the 1970’s, when the A303 was widened.  However, the effigies have now been mounted on the west side of the replacement bridge (grid reference ST 451 167) where they can be visited by those intrepid enough to pull off the A303.  The local story goes that two youngsters were drowned during a swim in a nearby weir pool, this story is mentioned “A303 Highway to the sun” by Tom Fort.
· Distance approximately 11 km

· Time allow 2 1/4 hours walking

· Park next to Chiselborough Village Hall
· Easily modified to do by bike
Refreshments:

· Cat Head Chiselborough (dog friendly)

· Royal Oak Over Stratton
· Lord Nelson Norton-Sub-Hamdon (dog friendly)
· Post Office and Shop at Norton
Route:

Start in the Churchyard, pass through the gate following the footpath through the apple orchard, cross the farm track and into the field heading towards an oak tree and small footbridge, cross the foot-bridge and walk down the field to cross over another footbridge. Here, turn left and follow the brook along the bottom of the field towards the A356. Look for a gate to your right and pass through and cross the road with care,you should see a gate to your left into the field sign-posted Creedy Bridge.
Cross the field diagonally and pass through a gate and onto the bridge. Here you have a choice 1.to follow the road to Wigborough or 2. to take the path immediately left after passing over the road-bridge (part of the Parrot trail) the route I’ll describe.  Follow the river along for approximately 1 km and then look for a style at right angles to the path, there are horses grazing in the fields (they were laid back and barely took note of my passing).
The footpath is not that clear as you go towards Wigborough Manor, so keep the hedge on your right and you will not stray far from the path.  As you approach Wigborough Manor you pass a marker post set between two polo playing fields, your aim here is to pass between the manor and a house, on to the track to the manor house. In front of you should see a small way-marked gate.
Follow the small road towards Over Stratton about 1km or 15 minutes, don’t take the right turn to Yeabridge unless you want to slightly shorten the walk.
As you get into Over Stratton ignore the first right and left turning, your aim here is to follow a track at the back of the village called ‘Field lane’ on your right. Look out for the blue ‘unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles’ sign called Lopen lane.  Turn right into Field Lane and continue until you come to a crossing of paths, turn right and cross the main village road into a small road slightly staggered left.
The village pub is down the main village road on your left only a 2 minute walk, if refreshments are required.
Follow the small road for approximately 1 ½ km passing through Yeabridge to West lodge. Here you are walking part of the Foss Way so imagine the Roman legions travelling this route complete with stinging nettles in their sandals to keep their feet warm in the winter.
Turn right at West lodge passing Old Bridge House now a popular wedding venue; of note there is a particularly fine ancient Spanish Chestnut Tree thought to be as old as the house circa 1580.  Continue along the road past Bridge Farm then look out for a footpath on your left, take this and head down to the river and follow along with the river on your left to return to Creedy Bridge.  From here take the road up the hill to Turnpike cross, carefully cross the A356 signposted to Norton-Sub-Hamdon, after a short distance look for a footpath on your right (ignore this if going to the Lord Nelson or local shop).  Follow the path around the end of the village passing adjacent Blackspir hill until you see a path on your left, take this and rejoin the original path back over the two footbridges to the village church.  If you have got your timings right a well deserved drink is to be had in the beautiful garden of the village pub.
Route Map
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Marked in 1 Km points
Proofread and edited by Bridget Wright 
